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TEGUCIGALPA — Democ-]
t racy, which took a glant step ;
i backward in Honduras whon'
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2 -0f the pame In 1963, has taken .
{"& baby step forward. Former |
President Ramon Villeda Mo-
“rales hias been permitted to!
. return from lis Costa Riean
i[- exile, ’

i . THE LEGAL name of Ville- |-
da's country is the Republic'

of Honduras. But, more often . Constitutionality. That is, to | title

. ihan not ‘since it became in-

i-Gependent of Spain ia 1823, the |
Cenfral American nation hag

! been run by military officers | ,

' rather than by a president,
_Villeda was about to end his :
ferm  as -constilutional chicf ;
/ s executive when the Armed ;
i Forces prematurely ended it |
[for him on Oct 3, 1983, just.
i 10 days before clections were |
i:1o be held for his successor. g
i+ VOTERS AT that time were '
imaking up their minds for
: which of two civilians to vote,
- Air force Col Osvaldo Lopez "
+ Arellano, head ‘of the armed
. idorees, relieved them- of the
{ problem, By means of & rather -
- sloppy coup d’etat that broke |
i the principal rule of Latin mil- -
j itary takeovers — ““Thou shalt '
(1ot kill unless thou canst not y
. Olherwise grab the marbles”—
. -1he colonel élected himself, .,

Several peisons died in fight- -
_ ling that might have been: ,
. avoided with a little  careful’”
" coupmanship. .
t Lopez has been chief-of-state,
"IN ONE RESPECT, the mjl- '
ltary Qi follow the rules of ¢
, Latin American revolution. Tt ‘
" announced ‘that it was taking
"power lo save the country -
i from Communism,
- But in this parteular case,
the United States couldn’t -
quite buy the theory. It re- *.
alized that it was pretty much.
A question of the outs—the
National Party — having litile .
hope of getling in by the '
electoral route and of the ins,
; the Liberal Party, threatening |
* 1o clip the wings of the highly- .
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"t the military changed the rules .

-he good hoys and move,
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And since then,., s
suplan s, first, o, win the Ase

. would name ‘a Uiresanan pro-
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date were renowed. So theouts :
and the military got togelher !

and voted the ins out of office .

with their rifles. s
WASHINGTON proclaimed
that democracy was the real .
loser and refused, for a couple :
of months, to recognize the |
new gdvernmient, When it fi- -
nally granted recognition, it.
did so only after geiting Lopez |
& Co.to promise they would |
before ;
too long, toward a refurn to |

start heading hack to_where,

the country was before they

dieaved’! it, z
Now, ik promissory notos.

I"ave falling due. On Tuesday,,| U,

Feh 16, elections will be held ;
for a Constitient Assenibl
whose job it will-be to draw
a new blueprint
ment,

AN AMNESTY Jiag been
granted permitting most of
those sert into exils in 1963 1o
go back—kut not in time to be .
eligilie {o run for that Assom-
bly o evern to vote. To he
eligible, one had 1o hein the
country at the end of Jast No-
veraber., Nellher Modésto T

as Alvarado, the Libaral Pare
1y's presidential camlidate in .

1963, nor Villeds are thus rp- “ .

franchised, -

Anyway, Rodas' Alvarado al- “

ready had veturned to Teguei-:
galpa  and  Villofdm © Morales "
Was proparing o go ag It
talkked 10 him here. . !

VILLEDA says his party's

sembly election: (It can win, -

he says. If it deesn’t, he sald,

it will be tobbery, He may be | -

right.) 2
SECOND, the Assomb (¥

visional government: Ope man
from the Tiboral Party, one

from' the Nuifonasl Party, and

one ‘meuiral.” He admits it
might be hard to find a po-
litical neutral in Honduras but:
“Maybe we' can got the archs .
Dighop, or at least somebody -

who will act neutral,” =~
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0L give a'ves” or “ne’ an- |
such time,

simpler:

Ao make about the - United &

r, + given at least tacit approval
‘1o my overthrow.” (He appar-
for’ governs

vor another group.) ™~ .
-+ ""The Honduran Army would
inot vhave dared do it other
wWwisey't (Honduras. is one ! ot
" ihtse countries where a_ sims(i
il jyarning from, the
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THIRD, & yeur later, & pres-
{dential election would be held.
The former president’ would &

swel as to whether he would.
be his party's’ candidate at

. The National Party's” plan,
according to Villeda, Is Jnuch

-IL it wins the Assembly, it
will name Lopez constitutional §
president, No fuss, no bother,
no ‘transition, o waste of time.
Just a change in the coloncl’s

Villeda hiad a few commonts

Slates: .
"I'M VERY TOND of the
8. but some official orgun of "
the United States must have

ently wasn't talking about the
Stale " Department, but  he
wouldn't specify whether  he

meant ‘chw@muﬂg{ Pentagon
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